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A Message from our District Grand Master
Greetings Companions and I bid
you welcome to the first ever edition of
the Surrey Trowel.
Trowel. It is a publication
designed to keep everyone informed
about what is happening, particularly
in the District of Surrey but
but also
anywhere else in the world of Cryptic
Masonry. I know that we are all keen
to get back to normal and the
enjoyment of meetings and convivial
dining together.
By now, many of you will have received the
communication from the United Grand Lodge of England
(UGLE) about the relaxation of government restrictions and
the options for a resumption of Craft and Royal Arch meetings
in the next few months. This may have left many of us
wondering what is happening as far as the Orders
administered from Mark Masons’ Hall are concerned. The
Grand Recorder has written to us with details of our position.
No decision has yet been made on whether meetings in
our Orders will resume in May or later. We are waiting to hear
the content of the government’s next roadmap update, due on
12th April 2021, following which he will then write to us
setting out the timetable to resumption.
I must at this point express my thanks and indeed
admiration for all that our Assistant District Recorder,
Ill.Comp. Chris Eley, does for this Order and indeed all the
Orders he is involved with. Not only does he enthusiastically
produce this and other Newsletters, he writes and publishes
many items on our website.
Those of you that were able to attend the annual meeting
via Zoom on Saturday 27th March hopefully enjoyed the
presentation. I expressed my congratulations to those who
were appointed or re-appointed in District Rank. A full report
of our meeting is on the web site:
http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/news-0059.html
It is now two years since we held the annual meeting for
real at Croydon. That was a marvellous occasion and greatly
enhanced by the visit from the Deputy Grand Master. I was
also amazed at the great support we received at our Zoom
meeting. We had over 60% of Surrey Companions present,
around 150 Companions in total. It is interesting to note that
we usually have over 100 attending the Croydon meetings with
a recent high in 2019 of 133. We have to go back to 2014 to
see 150 attending. Impressively we had 22 out of 25 District
Grand Masters present. I and the Executive team try to visit as
many other District meetings as possible so you can imagine
the miles and money we are saving by zooming instead.
I end by saying thank you to you all for all you do to make
our work so enjoyable and rewarding. I suspect that it will not
be too long before we are all back at our regular meetings. I
imagine that we will all be suffering from the rusty ritual
syndrome for a while, a bit like the first meeting after summer
but even more rusty.
I must get my ritual book out, but which one?

Congratulations
We congratulate those to be rereappointed, appointed and promoted
within Grand Council next month.
month.
Active rere-appointment:
Tony Laird
as Grand Manciple
Promotions
Peter Ribi
to Past Grand Lecturer *
Jack Love
to Past Grand Captain of the Guard
Leslie Grout
to Past Grand Conductor of the Council
Derek Lo *
to Past Grand Conductor of the Council
First Appointments
Steve Harvey as Past Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies
Adrian Kidney as Past Grand Standard Bearer

*(not through Surrey)

A Big ThankThank-You to Waverley Council
At a recent Virtual Business Meeting of the Waverley
Council of Royal and Select Masters the Council approved a
donation of £1,000 towards the 2022 MBF Festival.

Companion Ian Clark,
Provincial Grand Master of the
Mark Province of Surrey,
thanked the Companions of
Waverley Council for their
very generous donation to the
Festival.

Well done Pride of Surrey Council
At a recent Virtual Business Meeting of the Pride of
Surrey Council of Royal and Select Masters the Council
approved a further donation of £300 towards the Mark 2022
MBF Festival. This brings their total donation
donation to £800.

Present at the meeting was our District Grand Master,
R.Ill.Comp. David Blackburn, who thanked the Council on
behalf of the Mark Province of Surrey for their very generous
donation.

District Grand Council of Surrey web site http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/

A Look Back on 2020
In January the Pride of Surrey Council
Council had another
candidate for admission to the Degree of Select Master.
Acting as their Principal Conductor of the Work was R.Ill.
Comp.
Comp. David Blackburn, our District Grand Master.
The main item on the
agenda was to ballot for
Bro. William Martyn
Jowett a member of
Richmond Lodge.
The Ceremony of
Select Master was
undertaken by Ill.Comp.
Chris Eley, assisted by
Ill.Comp. David
Thompson who presented
the history of the Degree. Comp. Bill was then welcomed into
the Council by Ill. Comp. Chris and R.Ill. Comp David
Blackburn, our District Grand Master.
In February Chertsey
Abbey Council received and
acknowledged as a Super
Excellent Master Comp. Bernie
Greenwood in a splendid
manner. The District Grand
Master congratulated all the
Companions who had taken
part in the Ceremony saying
that the standard of work was
excellent and the evident
enjoyment by all had made it a very special meeting together.
The Installation meeting of the Pride of Surrey Council
took place in March just before the suspension of all Masonic
Activity.

The main item on the agenda was to Install Comp. Steve
Jones as Thrice Illustrious Master. This was done by Ill.Comp.
Tim Ford in an excellent manner.
On the 17th March 2020
a letter was issued by the
Grand Secretary of the
Orders administered from
Mark Masons’ Hall to all
Masonic Units as follows:
“The Grand Masters of the

Orders administered from
Mark Masons’ Hall have
jointly agreed an immediate
General Suspension of all
Masonic Activity for a
period of four months. This
means that no Masonic
meetings or related social
activities should take place
until further notice”.

Due to the suspension of Masonic activity the March 2020
Annual Meeting of the District Grand Council of Surrey had to
be suspended. In August 2020 the District held a Virtual
Business Meeting using the Zoom video conferencing tool.
The main item
on the agenda was
to confirm District
Appointments and
Promotions. The
District Grand
Master
congratulated
those who received appointment or promotion in the District
Grand Council of Surrey and then addressed District Grand
Council. The District Grand Master thanked everyone for
attending and declared the meeting closed.
The September meeting of the Pride of Surrey Council was
not only the first meeting of a Council in the District of Surrey
since the resumption of Masonic meetings, but they had three
Candidates to take the Degree of Select Master.
The main item on the
agenda was to receive and
acknowledge as Select
Masters Bros. Jeff Flint,
Allan Thompson and
David Coombes. The
ceremony was undertaken
by the Thrice Illustrious
Master, Ill.Comp. Steve
Jones; each Candidate being received individually. The T.I.M.
was assisted by Ill.Comp. Chris Eley who entrusted the
Candidates with the secrets of the Degree and also presented
the history of the Degree.
The Installation meeting of Chelsea Council took place at
Surbiton Masonic Hall in September,
September, the second meeting of a
Council in the District of Surrey since the resumption of
Masonic meetings.
meetings.

The Council was opened by the Thrice Illustrious Master,
Ill.Comp. David Grimmer, who welcomed everyone, especially
the Deputy District Grand Master, Ill.Comp. Peter Kipps.
The main item on the agenda was to read the
Dispensation and install Comp. Mark Donovan as Thrice
Illustrious Master for the year 2020/2021. This was done in a
very socially distanced way under the guidelines from MMH
The muchmuch-delayed meeting of Chertsey Abbey Council
was held on Friday, 2nd October, at Surbiton.
Surbiton. The meeting
was opened by Ill.Comp. Gareth C. Lewis and following the
administrative tasks, R.Ill.Comp. Christopher G. Lewis was
declared T.I.M. for the ensuing year.
After the dispensation was read, permitting R.Ill.Comp.
Chris to occupy the chairs of two Councils concurrently, Dad
was installed by his son, Gareth, a rare such occurrence, in a
ceremony enjoyed by all present.
Units unable to hold meetings during the lockdown are
encouraged by Mark Masons Hall to make use of the Virtual
Business Meeting Scheme instead.

District Grand Council of Surrey web site http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF DISTRICT GRAND COUNCIL
Due to the continued suspension of Masonic activity the 2021 Annual Meeting of the
District Grand Council of Surrey was held as a Virtual Business Meeting on Saturday 27th
March 2021 using the Zoom Video Conferencing
Conferencing Tool. Attending was the Grand Master,
M.Ill.Comp. Kessick John Jones, the Assistant Grand Recorder, Ill.Comp Dan Heath, and
Companions from many other Districts. Our District Grand Master, R.Ill.Comp David
Blackburn, and the members of the Provincial
Provincial Executive were among the 150 delegates
delegates
that attended the meeting.

The District Grand Master, R.Ill.Comp. David J Blackburn, declared the meeting open and the Assistant District Grand Recorder,
Ill.Comp. Chris Eley, read the permission to hold a Virtual Business Meeting.
R.Ill. Comp David welcomed everyone to the second Virtual Annual Meeting
of our District and said his first duty, and great pleasure, was to extend a warm and
cordial welcome to all our guests and visitors and, very specially and in particular,
to our Grand Master. M.Ill.Comp. Kessick John Jones thanked the District Grand
Master and said how much he was looking forward to the meeting.
The District Grand Master said that the Virtual Meeting facility has been a
marvellous link enabling Companions to stay in touch during these difficult times
and we have more visitors than ever.
He welcomed everyone
and regretted that he could
not do the usual introductions; but he would like to single out one or two for
whom it is seven in the morning, as the zoom facility has allowed us to visit far off
places and R.Ill. Comp. David’s wife is quite envious of his recent visit to the
Caribbean.
He was therefore pleased to welcome R.Ill.Comp. Llewellyn Gill, as they have
sat together on more than one occasion at the Sussex meeting; and V.Ill.Comp.
Ralph Craig, the District Grand Principal Conductor of the Work.
The next item was to honour the names of those Companions who have passed to the Grand Council Above since March 2020.
Ill.Comp. Tim Ford read the names of those Companions, followed by a few moments of reflection to remember them.
After the Minutes of the last Annual Meeting of District Grand Council held
on 25th August 2020 had been approved the District Grand Treasurer, V.Ill Comp
David Willmott presented the District Accounts for the year ending 31st August
2020.
These were approved by
the Companions with thanks
to our Treasurer and the
Auditors for their hard work.
The District Grand Master
announced that he had
received only one Nomination for Treasurer for the ensuing year and was
therefore pleased to declare V.Ill.Comp. David Willmott duly Elected Treasurer,
with sincere thanks as he starts his eleventh year in that office.
After the regular business of the District had been concluded the Assistant District Grand Recorder read the
names of the Companions appointed to and promoted in District Grand Rank.
These can be viewed on the web site: http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/officers.html
The District Grand Master confirmed the re-appointment of all active District Officers for a further year,
something unprecedented in the annals of our District, with the hope that at some stage this year they will
actually be able to participate in our Team visits. He also congratulated those to be re-appointed, appointed and
promoted within Grand Council next month.

District Grand Council of Surrey web site http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/

The District Grand Master then addressed District Grand
Council. He said that he found it hard to believe that it is now two
years since we held a traditional real meeting at Croydon Halls.
He invited us to encourage others to join in our enjoyment of
Cryptic Masonry once we re-start our Cryptic Masonry, hopefully
in a few months time.
He spoke about the web site and the launch of our new
monthly Newsletter, the Surrey Trowel thanking Ill.Comp. Chris
Eley for putting this together .
He thanked Ill.Comp.
John Coleman for all he
does caring for our
Companions over many
years.
R.Ill.Comp. David
expressed particular
thanks to the Provincial
Grand Master for the Mark
Province of Surrey,
R.W.Bro. Ian Clark, for allowing us to use their Mark Zoom
account; and Ill.Comp. Tim Ford for running things behind the
scenes.
We are only too well aware that the Mark 2022 Festival is
coming to a close and he is grateful to the Companions of Surrey
Councils who have in the past couple of weeks donated nearly two
thousand pounds to the Festival.
He was very pleased to be able to virtually present Companion
Ian Clark with a cheque for £1,000 for the Festival.

Companion Ian thanked
the District Grand Master and
all the Companions of Surrey
for their generous donation to
the 2022 MBF Festival.
The Most Worshipful
Grand Master said how much
he had enjoyed the meeting
and how good it was listening to all the friendly conversation
before the meeting.
The Zoom facility
certainly has enabled us
to keep in touch and
also visit Districts that
would not normally be
possible.
He congratulated
those Companions who
will receive
appointment or
promotion in Grand
Council and said how sorry he was that we could not meet up.
The District Grand Master then thanked everyone for their
attendance and support; and declared the meeting closed.

The District Grand Master's Address
Address
to District Grand Council – March 2021
My address will be fairly brief as I am aware that
unlike our regular meetings at Croydon you can now
switch me off.
This is our second Virtual Annual Meeting; it is hard
to believe that it is now two years since we held a
traditional real meeting at Croydon Masonic Halls.
I do hope that you are all enjoying your Cryptic
Masonry and I invite you to encourage others to join in
that enjoyment. I am convinced that personal contact is a
most effective means of recruitment. We do not have a
single Council in the District that would not benefit from a
few new members. What better way to re-start our Cryptic
Masonry as I suspect we will in a few months than with a
Candidate or two.
I think the Surrey Companions will be familiar with
the Mark monthly e publication, the Surrey Keystone. The
next issue will be Number 13. It is produced by our
Assistant District Recorder, Chris Eley, who does
tremendous work to publicise the meetings and events in
Surrey. Very soon we will see issue number one of the
Surrey Trowel, our own publication to keep our members
fully informed of activities in the District and beyond.
This month so far I have attended three of our
Council’s Zoom meetings and each has plenty of work to
do when normal operations resume.
Nutfield Halls are now planning to open at the end of
June and, subject to the wishes of HMG, I am hopeful that
we may be able to hold our Silver Trowel ceremony on our
regular meeting date in July. As we had no ceremony last
year we will have a bumper crop of candidates this year.
Our website also contains the latest news items and
information. Please stay in touch, especially with
members who you think will be in particular need;
remember that we are all Almoners.
You all know our de facto Almoner John Coleman, and
I thank John for his caring work particularly with respect to
recently deceased Illustrious Companion Duncan Bell.
John assisted Duncan over several years.
I want to express particular thanks to our Provincial
Grand Master for the Surrey Mark Province, R.W.Bro. Ian
Clark, for allowing us to use their deluxe Mark Zoom
account; to borrow your Provincial Grand Secretary and
Zoom expert Ill.Comp. Tim Ford with his able sidekick
Ill.Comp. Chris Eley. We are only too well aware that the
Mark 2022 Festival looms and I am grateful to the
Companions of Waverley Council and also Pride of Surrey
Council who have in the past couple of weeks voted
amounts totalling nearly two thousand pounds to the
Festival. I am very pleased to be able to repeat earlier
donations from the District as I virtually present to you a
further Cheque in the sum of £1,000 for the Festival, the
cheque is real…..
Companions I thank you all for zooming today and
take this opportunity to wish all our members, families and
their friends well during the ongoing crisis, let us hope
that normality is just over the horizon. May the Supreme
Master of All have you and your loved ones in His Holy
Keeping now and evermore.
R.Ill.Comp. David J Blackburn
Blackburn

District Grand Master
27th March 2021

District Grand Council of Surrey web site http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/

