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A Message from our District Grand Master

V.Ill.Comp. John Henry Finlayson,
Finlayson, P.G.Lect.

Welcome to our second issue of The Surrey Trowel.
Companions, it now looks likely
that some normality for our meetings
will become a reality at the end of
June, although restrictions on mask
usage are likely to remain.
I imagine most of us will have had
our two vaccinations and will start to
feel safer. Some District meetings will
still be held via Zoom into September
and we will all have to remain careful
and respect the decisions of members
who need to feel entirely safe.
On a personal front I am looking forward to visiting my
daughter and granddaughter in Derby and enjoying going out
to restaurants and doing other things we used to do.
I was also intending to be present at John Finlayson’s
funeral on the 6th May. I shared several units with John and
had known him for many years, but I had to be content with
viewing via webcast.
My left eye had let me down last week; a detached retina
saw me at hospital for an interesting operation on Saturday.
The NHS were absolutely brilliant, three days from diagnosis
to fix. However, driving is not permitted for a few weeks.
In the middle of July, the Craft and Royal Arch Annual
Meetings will be held on the same day at Croydon and the
Scarlet Cord Annual Meeting the day afterwards.
I look forward to seeing you, or at least the top half of
your faces, at our meetings in the second half of this year.
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V.Ill. Comp. John Finlayson,
Finlayson, a retired Chartered Surveyor, was
a well respected Mason
Mason and a member of many Orders
administered by Mark Masons’ Hall; including Knights
Templar, Knights of Malta, Mark, RAM, Royal and Select
Masters, Order of the Secret Monitor, Order of the Scarlet
Cord, and Royal Order of Scotland.
Scotland. John held Grand Rank in
most of these Orders.
John was admitted into Courtenay Council No 133 in
March 1984 and was a Founder of Weald of Surrey Council No
309 in 2012. In recognition of his work for the Royal and
Select Masters in the District of Surrey he was appointed
District Grand Principal Conductor of the Work in 1999.
A highlight of
John’s Cryptic career
must have been the
meeting of the District
Grand Council of Royal
and Select Masters of
Surrey on the 23rd
March 2019 at the
Masonic Hall, Croydon.
Present at the meeting was the Right Illustrious Deputy
Grand Master, His Hon. Ian Douglas Gavin Alexander, QC.
During the meeting the Right Illustrious Deputy Grand Master
was pleased to congratulate V.Ill.Comp. John Finlayson on his
Promotion to Past Grand Lecturer and invest him with his
collar. The Right Illustrious Deputy Grand Master said how
pleased he was to be able to attend the meeting as he and John
had been friends for many years.

Order of the Silver Trowel
The Order of the Silver Trowel, or Thrice Illustrious Master’s Degree, is typically worked at District level and is bestowed by invitation
of the Grand Master, guided by the District
District Grand Master,
Master, on members of the Order who have passed through the Chair and have
shown particular merit and usefulness to their District.
Amongst all the Degrees in Freemasonry, it is one of the most poignant, involving the death of King David
and his entrusting of his young son Solomon with the task of building the Temple that he had so long planned for.
The Ceremony itself is conducted by a team of eight officers, chief amongst these is
King David. For the past few years Ill. Comp. Leslie Grout has carried out this difficult and
important role in excellent style.
This ceremony, in Surrey, is conducted in the Weald of Surrey Council, No 309. As a
result of the Pandemic the Ceremony was not held last year and so we have an unusually
high number of Candidates, twelve, (listed below) for this year. The maximum we can
usually admit is eight as one per Council is the rule. We are hoping that the meeting scheduled for July 20th 2021
will be able to go ahead at Nutfield Halls.
Ill. Comp. David Harrison, Surrey No 88
Ill. Comp. John Ladd, Courtenay No 133
Ill. Comp. Ian Keen, Warlingham No 161
Ill. Comp. Barry Northmore, Pride of Surrey No 168
Ill. Comp. John Massey, OBE, Waverley No 205
Ill. Comp. Richard Collinson, Weyside No 277

Ill. Comp. Tamba John, Courtenay No 133
Ill. Comp. Leslie Smith, Warlingham No 161
Ill. Comp. Richard Veness, Pride of Surrey No 168
Ill. Comp. Michael Town, Waverley No 205
Ill. Comp. Gareth Lewis, Chertsey Abbey No 254
Ill. Comp. Ian Parsons, Weyside No 277

Weald of Surrey Council is our Past Masters’ Council and has only one meeting a year at Nutfield, there are 66 members at the
moment, if you are a Past Master and not a member yet, please consider joining us.

District Grand Council of Surrey web site http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/

Back to the Caribbean
Following our visit to the South and East Caribbean District Virtual
Virtual Business Meeting in February a team from Surrey visited the
Inspectorate of Jamaica and The Cayman Islands on the 17th April 2021.

The Grand Inspector,
Harding Overton Watler,
declared the meeting open
and a minute’s silence was
observed in respect of His
Royal Highness The Duke
of Edinburgh.
The Grand Inspector
welcomed the Distinguished
Guests and heads of other Orders in the Inspectorate to the first
virtual inspectorate meeting, with a special welcome to the Grand
Master, M.Ill.Comp. Kessick Jones, and the Grand Recorder,
R.Ill.Comp. Ryan Williams.
After the regular business had been conducted the Grand Inspector addressed the Inspectorate. He congratulated the six
Companions who will be receiving appointment or promotion in Grand Council.
He mentioned that it is hoped to consecrate a new Council in Montego Bay to serve the
Western Caribbean, hopefully early next year. In conclusion, he thanked the Inspectorate
Officers for their support and assistance over the past year and said that he is looking forward
to the year ahead.
The Grand Master, M.Ill.Comp. Kessick Jones, briefly addressed the meeting. He
expressed his thanks for the invitation to the meeting and offered his congratulations to those
Companions receiving Grand honours. The Grand Master said that he was looking forward to
being able to be with everyone in the not too distant future.
The Grand Inspector for Jamaica and The Cayman Islands thanked everyone for attending
and declared the meeting closed.

Brothers in Law Luncheon Club
Club
The Early Days by David Blackburn
The Club Secretary, Roy Baker, has composed an article intended for both The Surrey Keystone and The Surrey
Trowel and as a Past Secretary of the Club (1998(1998-2004) and President in 2007, I thought that rather than run an
identical presentation I could add a little more to the story.
The BILL Club evolved from an informal
Christmas Luncheon Club to a duly formalised
Club in 1988 with assistance and guidance from
the then Craft Provincial Secretary and later
Honorary Member Bryn Bevan.
The first President and prime mover was
Warren Payne a retired Superintendent. Warren then took on the job of
Secretary until he developed heart problems in 1998 and yours truly took
on the role. Sadly, Warren died suddenly during the consecration of Bond
of Friendship R.A.M. Lodge in October 2001. Ray Horton (later Mark
Grand Tyler) was the second President.
Although for many years the Christmas venue has been Croydon
Halls, as a variation, the December 1991 event was held at Fairfield Halls.
In 2004 my tenure as Secretary ended having been cornered at the
2003 Christmas Dinner by Bryn Bevan (Then Provincial Grand Master of
the Mark), Ray Hussey and a couple of others and asked if I would take on
the Office of Provincial Secretary in the Mark and there begins another long story. It is remarkable that from two events each year that
over £70,000 has been distributed to many varied causes.
The photograph on this report is an earlier Ladies Weekend at the same venue, common to both photos are our Deputy District
Grand Master, Peter Kipps (Treasurer and Past President) with Richard Wileman and Jim Turner.
If you wish more information, contact the Club Secretary: Roy Baker by e-mail at brothersinlawsecretary@gmail.com
District Grand Council of Surrey web site http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/

