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A Message from our Deputy District Grand Master
Dear Companions of the District of
Surrey I have been asked to pen a few
words for this edition of the Trowel as
our District Grand Master has, with the
initial lifting of restrictions been able to
make a visit to his family in Derby, the
first in 18 months. So I have the pleasure
whilst the “Cats Away “in being able to
address you.
The pandemic has no doubt been
inconvenient and difficult for everyone,
for some a bit more serious as it has
impacted on health and finances and
sadly for a few, is has meant the loss of loved ones. Please
take a few moments to remember those who are no longer with
us and who will be sadly missed, our thoughts extend to their
family & friends who mourn their loss.
The continued roll out of the vaccination programme
hopefully means the risk to us all continues to reduce and if all
goes well we can foresee the lifting of the next level of
restrictions so it is perhaps time for all of us to start planning
for the resumption of our regular meetings.
Most of our Councils will be looking to restarting in
September but, as mentioned in the previous issue of the
Trowel, the Weald of Surrey Council No.309 has its meeting
scheduled for Tuesday 20th July at Nutfield (Redhill) Masonic
Centre where we plan to confer the degree of the Silver Trowel
on the 12 nominated candidates from our membership.
Whilst no one should rush back to meeting in person until
they feel comfortable with doing that it is perhaps time to turn
our thoughts to the future and open up discussions within our
Councils of who will be doing what at future meetings, after
such a long gap maybe some existing officer positions will
need to be changed as individual circumstances may have
changed.
Those Council who are fortunate to have ceremonies to
do, have you discussed the work being shared out so everyone
knows who is doing what, will the candidates be available for
when you are planning to carry out the work, we should not be
taking anything or anyone for granted.
This is only of course dealing with what we have to do for
the present. The future of our Order depends on each of us
attracting new members to a participation of them. There will
be many reasons why our Masonic friends and acquaintances
would be attracted to the Royal & Select Masters, the same
varied reasons that our current membership found.
For me it was the light bulb moment that I realised it
made sense of the Royal Arch degree and so became a key part
of my Masonic Journey which enabled me to increase my
enjoyment of the Craft, Mark and in particular the Royal Arch
so much more.
For some it may be that they will have fallen in love with
different parts of the various ceremonies, we do after all claim
with some justification that in the Royal Master degree we
have one of the most beautiful pieces of ritual ever devised.

For others it may simply be the quantity of different
ceremonies, four parts on entry to the Order, the progressive
officer positions plus an additional two parts after the chair if
desired – if it’s value for money based on actual participation
it’s got to be a serious contender.
Of course whilst this will be well known to those already
in our Order, it may not be to those who have not joined so it
beholds that we let our Craft, Royal Arch and Mark colleagues
know what the future holds for them if they are interested and
willing to take a further step on their journey.
How that conversation tales place can be difficult without
seeming to be part of a press gang and everyone will have their
preferences but for me I shall adopt the wearing of our
distinctive triangular cufflinks and/or lapel pin when
attending meetings / festive boards in the other Orders which
may promote a discussion of what attractions our Order has.
My message is therefore fairly simple - enjoy your
membership of the Royal & Select Masters degree, tell others
why you enjoy it, assist those who wish to experience it.

Ill.Comp
Comp.. Peter Kipps
Kipps,, Deputy District Grand Master
Ill.
Comp

The Last VBM of Chertsey Abbey Council
On Wednesday the 12th May Chertsey Abbey Council of Royal
& Select Masters No 254 held what everyone hopes will be
their last Virtual Business Meeting.

There were 18 members and guests, including our District
Grand Master, Right Illustrious Companion David J Blackburn,
and a number of Provincial Officers of the year. Also present
was RW.Bro. John French, District Grand Prefect of the Allied
Masonic Degrees in Surrey as the Council meeting had been
followed by a meeting of Runnymede AMD Council.
The meeting was opened by the Presiding Officer,
R.Ill.Comp. Christopher G. Lewis, Dist.G.M.(Middx), Thrice
Illustrious Master. The District Grand Master said that it was
good to see so many Active Provincial Officers attending who
were thanked for their support.
At the meetings both Councils approved two
charitable donations. The first from each
Council was a donation of £200 to the White
Lodge charity for disabled children and the second
from each Council was a donation of £200
towards the Surrey Mark 2022 MBF Festival.
RW.Bro. John French, as Deputy Provincial
Grand Master of the Mark Province of Surrey,
thanked the Brethren of both Councils for their
kind donations.

District Grand Council of Surrey web site http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/

Passing the Veils
The Excellent Master Degree (Passing the Veils)
It has been agreed with the Masonic authorities
authorities in Scotland that the Degree of Excellent Master, otherwise known as the Passing of the
Veils, may be conferred under Grand Council of the Order of Royal and Select Masters.
The ceremony may be considered as emblematic of the wanderings of the Israelites in the wilderness, and of their return from
Babylon to Jerusalem. The decree of Cyrus for the Jews to return to Jerusalem and to rebuild their Temple was given in 538BC, the year
after he had taken Babylon and is the setting for the Excellent Master Degree
This is the first time the Degree has been conferred on candidates in England and Wales, although demonstrations are being made
under the authority of Supreme Grand Chapter and the Degree is included, by name only in the Order of Knight Templar Priests and
elsewhere. It is also a preliminary to the ceremony of Exaltation in the Holy Royal Arch in Bristol. However, the ritual in both the
Knight Templar Priest version and Bristol is slightly different to that in this Order.
Candidates for the Degree in this Order must be Installed Masters and have received the Order of the Silver Trowel previously. In
a similar fashion to the Silver Trowel, recommendations are made by the District Grand Master, directly to the Grand Master of the
Order of Royal and Select Masters in very limited numbers.
Holders of the Silver Trowel in the Royal and Select Master who have previously taken the Excellent Master Degree elsewhere,
such as Scotland, are able to affiliate. Application may be made directly to Mark Masons Hall and it will be necessary to produce a copy
of the certificate received from the Masonic authority which conferred it.
Similarly RSM holders of the Silver Trowel in Bristol Royal Arch Chapters may also affiliate and need to
produce similar proof as those affiliating from elsewhere. Joining members will also be considered providing they
have taken part in the ceremony as a candidate thereby Passing the Veils. Again written proof is required.
Those who have the Degree conferred upon them by the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, as well as
those who affiliate, are presented with a breast jewel. This jewel, which is worn to the left of the Royal and Select
Masters jewel and consists of an interlaced five pointed star suspended from a ribbon, striped white, light blue,
crimson, purple and white, with a Royal and Select skeletal triangle superimposed and bar at the top with the words
Excellent Master.
The Degree is performed within Grafton Council of Anointed Kings No. 16 at Mark Masons Hall. Given the
extensive furniture required it would be difficult to practise the Excellent Master Degree elsewhere. Grafton
Council was consecrated following the Silver Trowel Degree being brought by our Grand Master from New York
State in 2008, with the purpose of admission to that Degree. It has now the responsibility of conferring the
Excellent Master.

Visits
Visits to the Districts of the East Midlands
Midlands and Cheshire and the Marches
Due to the suspension of Masonic activity the Annual Meeting
of the District Grand
Grand Council of East Midlands was held as a
Virtual Business Meeting on Saturday 23rd May 2021.
Attending was the Right Illustrious Grand Principal
Conductor of the Work, Richard L. Gan, JP, the Grand
Recorder, R.Ill. Comp. Ryan Williams, the Assistant Grand
Recorder, Ill.Comp. Dan Heath, and Companions from many
other Districts. Our District Grand Principal Conductor of the
Work, Ill.Comp. David Thompson and Ill.Comp. Chris Eley
were among the 130 plus delegates that attended the meeting.

The Annual Meeting of the District Grand Council
Council of Cheshire
and the Marches was held as a Virtual Business Meeting on
Saturday 29th May 2021.
Attending was the Grand Master, M.Ill.Comp. Kessick
John Jones, the Assistant Grand Recorder, Ill.Comp. Dan
Heath, and Companions from many other Districts. A total of
75 Companions joined the meeting.
The District Grand Master for the District of Cheshire and
the Marches, R.Ill.Comp. Bryan Hughes, declared the meeting
open and welcomed all present.

The District Grand Master for the District of the East
Midlands, R.Ill.Comp. Martin John Wilson, declared the
meeting open and welcomed all present. He invited the Right
Illustrious Grand Principal Conductor of the Work and the
Grand Recorder to address the meeting.
The Grand Recorder, said that there have been between
350 to 400 Provinces and Districts making use of the Virtual
Business Meetings; and they are looking at the use of virtual
platforms in the future.

The Grand Master, M.Ill.Comp. Kessick Jones, expressed
his thanks for the invitation to the meeting and spoke about
our ability to accept and adapt to change.
The District Grand Master congratulated those
Companions he had appointed and said how much he was
looking forward to being with everyone again. He said it was
now 5 months since being appointed as District Grand Master
and he is looking forward to the challenges of recommencing
our Freemasonry.

Full reports can be found on the web site: http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/news.html

