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A New Year Message from our District Grand Master
Very dear Companions, there will not be too many of us sorry to say goodbye to 2021. At least for the second
half some of our freedoms were restored as we gained the double vaxxed status, a bit like taking
taking another
degree. Then of course there followed the boosting programme but,
but, having imagined we were out of the
woods,
woods, along came Omicron.
The end of my 2021 has been marred by a number of deaths, none from
the virus, but still very sad and regretted. Looking towards 2022, there is
plenty ahead for football fans in Qatar and many other sporting activities.
The Mark Province will be hosting the finale of the 2022 Festival, and I am
sure it will be a super event; my place is booked. You will not be surprised to
hear that last year’s colour was Grey. The colour for 2022 is an attractive
shade of blue called Very Peri, blue is my favourite colour.
The Pantone Society say: As we move into a world of unprecedented change, the selection of Pantone 17-

3938 Very Peri brings a novel perspective and vision of the trusted and beloved blue family, encompassing the qualities of the blues,
yet at the same time with its violet red undertones, it displays a spritely, joyous attitude and dynamic presence that encourages
creativity and imaginative expressions. As an optimist, I continue to hope for brighter prospects and the continuing enjoyment of our
Masonic activities, especially in the Order of Royal and Select Masters. A New Year is a new opportunity to start afresh to make those
New Year resolutions, to reduce weight, do more exercise, reduce those alcohol units, learn the Ritual, and search out new candidates.
Wherever 2022 leads us I wish you a happy year ahead and take every care to look after yourselves and those nearest and dearest to
you. R.Ill.Comp. David J Blackburn, District Grand Master

A Visit to the District of South Wales
The Annual Meeting of the South Wales District Grand Council was held as a Virtual
Virtual Business Meeting on Saturday 11th December
2021. Attending was the Grand Master,
Master, M.Ill.Comp. Kessick Jones,
Jones, and Companions from many other Districts.
Districts.
Also attending were our District Grand Master;
Deputy District Grand Master; Principal Conductor of
the Work; and Assistant District Grand Recorder.
The Deputy District Grand Master for the South
Wales District, Ill.Comp. Derek Thomas, said that
unfortunately the District Grand Master R.Ill. Comp
Gwilym Jones, could not attend the meeting due to a
family illness, but he had asked him to run the meeting
on his behalf. He declared the meeting open and
welcomed all present, especially the Grand Master.
The District Grand Recorder, Ill.Comp. Mark Nicholls,
read the permission to hold a Virtual Business
Meeting.

The Minutes of the previous District Grand Council Meeting were
approved by the Companions. After the regular business of the District was
completed, the names of the District Grand Council Officers for the ensuing
year were read out. They will be invested by the District Grand Master early
next year.
The Grand Master addressed the meeting. He thanked the District for the
invitation and congratulated them on a well-run meeting. He also
congratulated those District Officers appointed today, as well as those he would have invested in person at Grand Council in April. He
said he had hoped to be with everyone in person, but circumstances did not permit this to happen.
The Deputy District Grand Master then thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed. Afterwards the guests
all said how much they had enjoyed the meeting and wished the District of South Wales every success in the future..
District Grand Council of Surrey web site http://www.royalandselectmasters.co.uk/

A Presentation on the Cryptic
Order at Weyside Council
On Friday 10th December Weyside Council in the Order of Royal and Select Masters held a presentation on the Cryptic
Order with a view to attracting
attracting potential members, who were also be invited to join in the Festive Board afterwards. Our
District Grand Master, R.Ill.Comp. David Blackburn, and our Deputy District Grand Master, Ill.Comp. Peter
Peter Kipps
delivered
delivered the presentation.
presentation.
The meeting of Weyside Council was the first since
December 2019 and therefore had to be an Installation.
Graham Rawlinson, a founder and up to now the DC, had
been elected at the previous meeting. However, the
passage of time required a second election and a
dispensation to elect, install and appoint officers at the
same meeting.
The Council welcomed the District Grand Master
and his Deputy, together with a retinue of District
Officers to the meeting. Ill.Comp. Archie Parsons being
unavoidably absent, Ill Comp Richard Collinson stepped
in as TIM but was happy to defer to the DGM who
inducted Graham Rawlinson into the chair in excellent
form despite the short notice.
Their next meeting will also be an Installation at
which it is anticipated that Comp. John French, their
new Deputy Master and Master elect, will occupy the
chair.
After the Council was closed, the District
Grand Master accompanied by the Deputy District
Grand Master and their escorting officers were readmitted into the Temple, in preparation for a
presentation entitled “The
The Degrees of the Order of
Royal and Select Masters
Masters”.
ers
The presentation was open to Companions of
the Royal Arch and Brethren of the Mark Degree –
and Companion and Brother Andrew Banks was duly
admitted into the Temple.
In double-act form, the District Grand Master
and the Deputy District Grand Master proceeded to
explain the background to the four main Degrees of
the Order (namely the Select Master, the Royal
Master, the Most Excellent Master and the Super
Excellent Master), the regalia of the Order (a single
jewel and a triangular badge or apron) and in
particular how they fit into the Solomonic timeline
– before, during and after the completion of King
Solomon’s Temple; and between the Mark Degree and the 3rd Degree, and between the 3rd Degree and the Royal Arch Degree.
The Degree of the Silver Trowel was then outlined. This degree is only conferred in a Past
Masters’ Council (in Surrey this is Weald of Surrey Council No.309) and is
signified by a silver trowel adorning the apron.
Finally, the Excellent Master Degree was explained, which is also known
as the Passing of the Veils ceremony. This degree has recently been approved
for working in England and Wales and may be conferred on Past Masters who
are already holders of the Silver Trowel; in other constitutions, it is a
precursor to the Holy Royal Arch! One of the many consequences of the Union
of 1813.
The presentation was well received by all present, including the guest
who has already submitted his completed application form, thus ensuring that
Council Officers will have work to do at the next meeting in April.
The assembled brethren then retired to the bar for further discussion, before enjoying lamb shank at the
festive board.
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